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The Northeastern University Committee Fonds

Northeastern University Committee Fonds – 1958-1961 – 5 cm of textual records.

Administrative History

The Northeastern University Committee was formed in late 1958 with the inaugural meeting of the general committee held on Feb 18, 1959. The committee was formed in response to Reverend Norman J. Weaver’s request to a group of prominent North Bay citizens for an institution of higher learning in the city, as many young people were not able financially to attend university in Southern Ontario. At the Feb 18 meeting, J.W. Trussler was elected chairman of the executive council of the committee, a position he held until the committee was dissolved in 1967. Extension classes started in September, 1960. During its first academic year, Northeastern University operated out of Scollard Hall Catholic High School, then it was relocated to the former Castleholme nursing home.   In 1967, Northeastern University became an affiliate of Laurentian University in Sudbury, and the university’s name was changed to Nipissing College for legal reasons. Many of the Northeastern University Committee members subsequently became members of the board of Governors of the newly formed Nipissing College.  
Scope and Content

The fonds consists of textual records from the first four years of the committee’s operation. Included are documents related to the planning, incorporation and early operation of Northeastern University. The documents were produced by or for the Northeastern University Committee, which operated for nine years. Many of the documents bear the name of the Chair of the Executive Committee, J. W. Trussler. Included in the fonds are correspondence, membership lists, legal documents, financial documents, minutes of meetings and published brochures. Some of the documents include hand written notes. The original order has not been preserved. The material has been arranged in six series.
Notes
Source of Supplied Title: Title based on documentation in the fonds.
Immediate Source of Acquisition:  The Executive Director of the Northeastern University 

                                                         Committee was J. W. Trussler. He donated the 

                                                         material to Nipissing University before his death.

                                                         Date of donation is unknown.
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Series

1. Correspondence  -   1958-1960.  -   9 letters.
Members of the committee exchanged some information by letter. Also, while Northeastern University was in the planning stage, letters of support were received by the committee from surrounding municipalities and local organizations  

The series consists of 5 letters of support, three letters related to meetings, and a letter from the committee to the City of North Bay regarding tax exemption.
2. Meetings   -  1958-1960   -  4 documents
Initially, meetings were held on an irregular basis. Some meetings included the entire committee, some included only the executive, and some were for ad hoc sub-committees.

Included are meeting agendas and minutes. Some meeting documents include hand written notes.

3. Financial –  1959-1961  -  3 documents

During this period, the committee was more involved with planning than with finances. 

This series includes a hand written financial statement and, from a later date, a statement of receipts and disbursements. There is also a receipt for a donation to the committee.     

4. Legal  - 1958-1960  - 3 documents
Northeastern University was located at Scollard Hall High School during it’s first year of operation (1960-61), and there were legal considerations related to this agreement. The committee also incorporated Northeastern University during this period.

Legal documents include a signed agreement between Northeastern University and Scollard Hall, a proposal to purchase land for a new location, and a copy of the provincial charter incorporating Northeastern University.
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5. Committee Business – 1958-1961 – 8 documents
The general committee included approximately sixty members. Ad hoc sub-committees were formed to deal with specific tasks. Committee lists were compiled, and they indicate that committee members often changed. The ad hoc sub-committees produced progress reports for the general committee and the executive.

This series includes committee membership lists, which are often corrected in hand writing. There are also committee reports from various sub-committees. 
6. Ephemera – 1958-1961 – 7 publications
The committee produced a number of professional promotional publications

during the start-up of Northeastern University.

These publications are all soft-cover brochures measuring 8 ½ x 11”.

They include announcements, programs, awards presentations and proposals to government. Some of these publications include hand written notes.

